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the same purpose had earned Marshal Basainq the
death-sentence from a French court-martial.) But
while the politicians wavered, there w^s one that
knew his mind. Pierre Laval's strange Odyssey
from Left to Right, from his extremist origins to
his sedate position, from the Franco-Soviet pact
which he had signed in Moscow to the Hoare-Laval
agreement about Abyssinia of which he had been
deprived by British scruples, hardly indicated any
undue fixity of principle. But his opportunism lay
at the moment in the direction of surrender; and
he had already chosen an imposing partner. For
Marshal P6tain was admirably qualified by his pres-
tige, no less than by his apprehensions, to play the
part* A quarter of a century before his nerve had
failed before a German break-through on the Western
Front; but when P6tain wavered in 1918, France
was sustained by Clemenceau and Foch. He was not
much over sixty then. But at eighty-four, when
skies were darker overhead and France was in still
graver danger, it was easy to persuade him that the
supreme duty was retreat, and that a soldier must
conduct it. Besides, the old man had a muddled
notion that the Germans would respect a soldier's
honour and that a soldier's simple rule could redeem
France from all the errors (as his litde cirde viewed
them) of the Third Republic.* **%******''
That was the fatal brew which simmered at Bor-
deaux, as Mr, Churchill waited for the news from
France. The first development was a renewed re-
quest from M. Reynaud for release from the French
obligation to fight on. The British Government